Operating Room Specialist (68D)

Injured or wounded Soldiers need immediate treatment, so when Army
physicians aren't available, the Operating Room Specialist steps in to provide
basic and emergency medical treatment.

The Operating Room Specialist is primarily responsible for assisting the
nursing staff in preparing patients and operating rooms for surgery. Some of
your other duties as an Operating Room Specialist may include:

Preparing and maintaining sterile medical supplies

Preparing and maintaining special equipment for medical treatment
facilities

Providing assistance to medical staff during surgical procedures

Performing preoperative and postoperative procedures

Maintaining cleanliness of the operating room

Setting up sterile fields for surgical procedures

Examining and treating emergency or battlefield patients

Interviewing patients and recording their medical histories

Taking patients' temperature, pulse, and blood pressure

TEAINING
Job training for an Operating Room Specialist consists of nine weeks of Basic

Training, where you'll learn basic Soldiering skills, and 19 weeks of Advanced
Individual Training. Part of this time is spent in the classroom and part in the
field. Some of the skills you learn are:

Emergency medical treatment

Basic nursing care

Study of the human body

Minor surgical procedures
Clinical laboratory procedures
Methods for diagnosing diseases

HELPFUL SEILLS
Helpful attributes include:
An interest in helping and caring for others



An ability to communicate effectively
An ability to work under stressful conditions

An interest in chemistry, biology, psychology, general science and
algebra

Attention to detail

ADYARCED RESPONSIBILITIES

Advanced level Operating Room Specialists supervise and train other Soldiers
within the same discipline. As an advanced level Operating Room Specialist,
you may be involved in:

Preparing doctors and nurses for surgery

Providing scrub and circulator services
Setting up and operating specialized operating room equipment

RELATED CIVILIAN J0BS

The skills you learn as an Operating Room Specialist will help prepare you for
a future with civilian hospitals, clinics, nursing homes or rehabilitation
centers. With an Operating Room Specialist background, you may consider a
career as a medical assistant, medication aide or physician's assistant.

After completing your Advanced Individual Training as an Operating Room
Specialist, you'll have the chance to pursue certification as a Certified
Surgical Technologist.

RELATED ARMY POSITIONS
Health Care Specialist (68W)

Mental Health Specialist (68X)
Preventive Medicine Specialist (68S)
Radiology Specialist (68P)
Respiratory Specialist (68V)

Information about this MOS provided by: www.goarmy.com

For further information visit: www.minnesotanationalguard.org




