
Coyote training exercise  this  past  June.  
The 347th Regional  Support  Group and 
members  of  the 147th Human Resource 
Company traveled to Rapid City ,  South 
Dakota for  a  two week annual  training 
period that  was very  dif ferent  than past 
years  annual  trainings.  This  training 
exercise  took place in  areas  through-
out  the Southern Black Hi l ls .   This  year 
marked the 25th year  that  the South Da-
kota National  Guard hosted the Golden 
Coyote exercise.   

Golden Coyote is  a  mult iple  element 
training exercise  that  tests  the abi l i ty  of 
var ious units  to  mobil ize  personnel  and 
equipment,  deploy to  a  s imulated batt le 
zone,  coordinate combat  and support 
missions,  and then re-deploy back to 
their  home stat ions.  

The 347th RSG deployed to theater 
(South Dakota)  and establ ished a  Recep-
t ion,  Staging,  Onward Movement and 
Integration (RSOI)  s i te  and a  Command 
& Control  Tact ical  Operations Center 
(TOC)  at  Camp Rapid and El lsworth Air 
Force Base training areas.  

The RSOI  teams mission was to  in-pro-
cess  al l  t roops who arr ived at  the exer-
c ise.   This  was a  real  l i fe  s imulat ion of 
what  i t  is  l ike  to  arr ive in  country.  Upon 
check- in  the RSOI  team val idated train-
ing with units  leaders ,  corrected and 
uploaded alpha rosters  to  the Golden 
Coyote AKO web page,  and trained unit 
leaders  on how to submit  dai ly  reports . 
The RSOI  team in  processed over  3500 
personnel  f rom different  branches of 
service  during this  exercise.

Members  of  the TOC establ ished the 
Task force operation center  at  Camp 
Rapid and provided support  whi le  help-
ing to  establ ish forward operating bases 
and training areas.  TOC members  also 
provided command and control  to  sub-
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ordinate units  f rom various locations, 
directed RSOI  operations,  and faci l i -
tated and establ ished a  batt le  handover 
of  forward operating bases  in  support  of 
the exercise.

This  exercise  not  only  helped units  to 
prepare for  future deployments,  but  i t 
a lso served as  a  way for  OIF  and OEF 
Veterans to  train  their  counterparts  with 
real  l i fe  experience.   This  exercise  was 
a  excel lent  opportunity  for  Minnesota 
National  Guard S oldiers  to  engage in 
a  training exercise  with units  f rom al l 
over  the country  and also to  represent 
Minnesota.   

Operation Iraqi 
Freedom Veterans 
brought  their  real 
l i fe  experience 
to  the Golden 


