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1st Battalion - 125th Field Artillery Regiment

The lineage of the 125th Field Artillery traces back to the 3rd regiment, Minnesota Volunteer Infantry which was organized on 15 April 1887. The Regiment was mustered into federal service in 1898 during the Spanish American War. 

When called into federal service for World War I in July 1917, the 3rd Regiment was primarily a northern Minnesota organization. The Minnesota units were reorganized into the 34th (Red Bull) Division on 1 October 1917 and became the new 125th Field Artillery Regiment. Troops of the 34th Division units landed in France in 1918 and of the Division units only the 125th Field Artillery earned a battle steamer in World War I. 

In February 1941, the Regiment was inducted into federal service for World War II. In January 1942, the Regimental Headquarters was disbanded and the 1st Battalion was redesignated the 125th Field Artillery Battalion. The 125th FA Battalion distinguished itself in WW II where it was frequently teamed with the 135th Infantry Regiment. The battalion fired over 250,000 rounds of artillery ammunition in 480 days of combat, more than any other battalion. 

The Battalion was again ordered into active Federal service on 16 January 1951 for the Korean conflict and served at Camp Rucker, AL until 2 December 1954 when released from active duty. Many soldiers of the battalion saw action in Korea as replacement troops. 

The Unit was reorganized in 1959, 1963, 1968, and finally in 1972 as the 1st Battalion, 125th Field Artillery. 

In March of 1990, the Battalion deployed to the Republic of Korea to participate in Team Spirit 90 as part of I Corps. This was the first overseas deployment of a battalion sized element from Minnesota since WW II. While in Korea the Battalion received a fully trained status in every category evaluated.

In 1996, 1-125 FA was assigned a mission as part of a NATO Composite Force (NCF). The battalion served as a part of the NATO forces for the defense of Norway and included forces from Norway and Germany as well as the US. The battalion trained annually in Norway as part of the Norwegian 6th Infantry Division until 2002.  
In 2003, the battalion mobilized and deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Elements of the Battalion provided force protection and security for Air Force bases in Turkey, Italy, Belgium and the United Kingdom.  The battalion demobilized in spring 2004.  During the same period, several elements of the battalion mobilized and deployed to support stability operations in Bosnia and Kosovo.

In mid-2005, as part of Army-wide transformation, the battalion severed its command relationship with the 34th Division Artillery and became the organic Strike Battalion of the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division (1/34 BCT).  Transformation represented little change to the battalion’s legacy mission as the Direct Support Field Artillery Battalion to the 1st Brigade.

The 1-125 FA has M109A6 self propelled howitzers, M577 command tracks, and the AFATDS tactical computer system. The 1-125 is continually upgrading equipment and the training proficiency of its soldiers.

In the fall of 2005 the HHB&B/1-125FA were again mobilized – this time to prepare for deployment in support of Operation Iraqi freedom.  The battalion is currently training at Camp Shelby Mississippi and has been augmented with elements from Kansas (B/1-161FA) and Kentucky (B&C/2-123AR), as well as nearly 150 individual replacements from 32 states and territories.  Though still designated as Strike, 1/34 BCT, the battalion is preparing for a mission as a motorized security task force.   

	Campaign Participation Credit

	World War I -  Streamer without inscription

World War II -  Tunisia, Naples-Foggia, Anzio, Rome-Arno, North Appenines, Po Valley



	

	Decorations

	French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War II, Streamer embroidered BELVEDERE


	125TH FIELD ARTILLERY REGIMENT
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	 DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA
	 COAT OF ARMS


 
Distinctive Unit Insignia.  Description:   A Gold color metal and enamel device 1 1/32 inches (2.62 cm) in height consisting of a shield blazoned:  Azure, between a sheathed Roman sword, point to base, and a prickly pear cactus an Indian quiver holding two arrows Or; on a chief Gules, a fleur-de-lis of the second.
        Symbolism:   The shield is blue for Infantry and the organization’s service as Infantry is indicated by the sheathed Roman sword, taken from the Spanish War service medal, for the Spanish-American War and the Indian quiver with arrows for the Leach Lake Indian uprising, and the prickly pear cactus for the Mexican Border.  The chief is red for Artillery and with the fleur-de-lis commemorates the organization’s service as Field Artillery in France during World War I.  
        Background:   The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved for the 125th Field Artillery Regiment on 18 May 1929.  It was redesignated for the 125th Field Artillery Battalion on 9 October 1942.  It was redesignated for the 125th Artillery Regiment on 13 July 1960.  The insignia was redesignated for the 125th Field Artillery Regiment on 31 July 1972.
 
Coat of Arms.
        Blazon:   
                Shield:   Azure, between a sheathed Roman sword, point to base, and a prickly pear cactus an Indian quiver holding two arrows Or; on a chief Gules, a fleur-de-lis of the second.
                Crest:   That for the regiments and separate battalions of the Minnesota Army National Guard:  On a wreath of the colors Or and Azure a sheaf of wheat Proper.    
                Motto:   FAITHFUL.   
        Symbolism:
                Shield:   The shield is blue for Infantry and the organization’s service as Infantry is indicated by the sheathed Roman sword, taken from the Spanish War service medal, for the Spanish-American War and the Indian quiver with arrows for the Leach Lake Indian uprising, and the prickly pear cactus for the Mexican Border.  The chief is red for Artillery and with the fleur-de-lis commemorates the organization’s service as Field Artillery in France during World War I.  
                Crest:   The crest is that of the Minnesota Army National Guard.    
                Background:   The coat of arms was originally approved for the 125th Field Artillery Regiment on 3 June 1929.  It was redesignated for the 125th Field Artillery Battalion on 9 October 1942.  It was redesignated for the 125th Artillery Regiment on 13 July 1960.  The insignia was redesignated for the 125th Field Artillery Regiment on 31 July 1972.    
