A Soldier’s Obligation to Provide Support to Family Members

Soldiers have an obligation under Army Regulation 608-99 to provide adequate and continuous financial support to their family members every month. For the purposes of AR 608-99, a family member is defined as a Soldier’s present spouse, a Soldier’s minor children from the present marriage, a Soldier’s minor children from a previous marriage if the Soldier has an obligation to pay child support, minor children born out of wedlock if there is court documentation identifying the Soldier as the father, or any other person that the Soldier has a legal obligation to provide financial support for. 
A Soldier’s obligation under AR 608-99 includes providing adequate and continuous support for family members, complying with separation agreements, court orders and judicial orders or decrees, and meeting financial obligations promptly. Commanders are responsible for ensuring that Soldiers know about the policy on supporting family members and that they comply with it. If a Soldier fails to meet the requirements set forth in AR 608-99, the Soldier’s commander can consider: making it a part of the Soldier’s permanent record, bar to reenlistment, punitive or other administrative action including elimination from the service, and criminal charges under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). The Army cannot, however, deduct money from a Soldier’s pay without his or her consent unless garnishment or involuntary allotments have been ordered by a civilian court.
. If the parties cannot agree, they should resolve the matter in a civilian court and obtain a 
The Army prefers that a separated Soldier and spouse enter into a written separation agreement which specifies an agreed-upon level of support court order which specifies the amount of support. In this case, the amount of support designated by the court controls. In the absence of a court order or agreement, and until such an order or agreement is obtained, the Army has established minimum support measures for single and multiple family units. 

If a Soldier is promoted and his or her BAH entitlements increase, his or her payments should increase as well, as long as the Soldier has not remarried or become duty obligated to support another family member. In addition, the amounts of support provided by AR 608-99 can be increased. Remember these guidelines were established to ensure that some support is received for the family members while you and your spouse obtain separation agreement, court order, or judicial decree stating the proper amount of support to be paid by the Soldier. Once an agreement, court order, or decree is obtained it is the controlling document, and this can increase the amount of support paid by the Soldier. 

If you have additional questions regarding the amount of support you should be paying or whether or not you are required to provide support, please consult a legal assistance attorney. A legal assistance attorney can answer the many questions and help you to make a fair and intelligent decision about your choices, options and alternatives. 

