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Summary. This SOP establishes procedures and requirements governing the use of the Live Fire 
Exercise Breach Facility at Camp Ripley, Minnesota. This SOP also provides recommendations for the 
range usage and range safety. 
 
Applicability. This SOP applies to all Minnesota National Guard units and other military and civilian 
organizations using The Live Fire Exercise Breach Facility (BREACH). 
 
Suggest Improvements. The proponent agency of this SOP is the director, plans and training, Camp 
Ripley. Send comments and suggested improvements directly to:  
 
Post Commander 
ATTN: Range Control Officer 
1500 HWY 115 
Little Falls, MN 56345-4175 
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Chapter 1 
 

General 
 
1-1. Purpose 
This publication prescribes safety and administrative procedures specifically for the use of the Live Fire 
Exercise Breach Facility. It provides a basic reference for the using unitôs training and safety personnel. 
This SOP, in conjunction with the Camp Ripley Range Regulation, provides an effective tool for planning 
of personnel, equipment and safe training. The breach facility is used to train soldiers semiannually on the 
technical aspects of breaching techniques. It is also used to train TTPs and explosive techniques not 
trained on any other type of range. This SOP does not replace regulations, doctrine, or guidance 
contained in the Camp Ripley Range Regulations or Department of the Army administrative and doctrinal 
publications.  Urban combat requires access to compounds, buildings, and rooms. Mechanical breaching 
of doors or windows using sledgehammers, bolt cutters, saws, or crowbars; or ballistic breaching using 
weapons fire are options. However, mechanical or ballistic breaching are sometimes too slow or exposes 
soldiers to enemy fire. Explosive breaching is often the fastest and most combat-effective method. With a 
little time to prepare, units can use slightly modified standard Army demolitions to breach all common 
urban barriers. 
 
1-2. Introduction to Breach Facility 
This facility has three stations: 
   a. Station 1. This station is a facade that is 8 feet high, and the doors are 33ò X 80ò (3/4ò plywood). 
Soldiers can conduct mechanical, thermal, ballistic, and explosive breaching techniques on doors at this 
station.  
   b. Station 2. This station is a facade wall (3/4ò plywood) that is 8ô X 201/2ò. Soldiers can conduct 
mechanical, thermal, ballistic, and explosive breaching techniques on walls at this station.  
   c. Station 3. This station is a façade (3/4ò plywood) that is 8ô high, and the windows (3/4ò plywood) are 
32 3/4òby 38 3/4ò. Soldiers can conduct mechanical and explosive breaching techniques on windows at 
this station. 
 

CIVILIAN AGENCIES THAT USE THIS FACILITY WILL HAVE TO REPLACE ALL DOORS 
AND WINDOWS  
 

ON THE WALL FACADE AT STATION 2 MAKE SURE THERE ARE NO CHARGES ON THE 
METAL STUDS 
 
1-3. References 
Refer to the required and related publications listed in TC 90-1, Chapter 4; FM 3-06.11 Chapter 8; and the 
Camp Ripley Range Regulation.  Prior to execution, read and become familiar with these regulations and 
all publications related to the type of training being conducted.  
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